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Abstract Ground-based and satellite observations are used in conjunction with the Rapid Radiative
Transfer Model (RRTM) to assess climatological aerosol loading and the associated cloud-free aerosol direct
radiative effect (DRE) over the Red Sea. Aerosol optical depth (AOD) retrievals from the Moderate Resolution
Imaging Spectroradiometer and Spinning Enhanced Visible and InfraRed Imager (SEVIRI) instruments are ﬁrst
evaluated via comparison with ship-based observations. Correlations are typically better than 0.9 with very
small root-mean-square and bias differences. Calculations of the DRE along the ship cruises using RRTM also
show good agreement with colocated estimates from the Geostationary Earth Radiation Budget instrument
if the aerosol asymmetry parameter is adjusted to account for the presence of large particles. A monthly
climatology of AOD over the Red Sea is then created from 5 years of SEVIRI retrievals. This shows enhanced
aerosol loading and a distinct north to south gradient across the basin in the summer relative to the winter
months. The climatology is used with RRTM to estimate the DRE at the top and bottom of the atmosphere
and the atmospheric absorption due to dust aerosol. These climatological estimates indicate that although
longwave effects can reach tens of Wm2, shortwave cooling typically dominates the net radiative
effect over the Sea, being particularly pronounced in the summer, reaching 120Wm2 at the surface.
The spatial gradient in summertime AOD is reﬂected in the radiative effect at the surface and in associated
differential heating by aerosol within the atmosphere above the Sea. This asymmetric effect is expected to
exert a signiﬁcant inﬂuence on the regional atmospheric and oceanic circulation.
1. Introduction
Quantifying the impact of aerosols on the Earth’s climate has been recognized as one of the key challenges
facing climate scientists today [Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2007, 2013]. Because of their typi-
cal size, natural aerosols such as mineral dust and sea salt dominate the tropospheric aerosol mass and are a
key component of the Earth’s environmental system. Dust aerosol in particular exerts strong radiative effects,
interacting directly with both shortwave (SW) and longwave (LW) radiation [Slingo et al., 2006; Allan et al.,
2011; Ansell et al., 2014] and affecting cloud ﬁelds through its impact on atmospheric stability and hence
convection [Koren et al., 2005] and on cloud formation and microphysics [Koehler et al., 2010; Wurzler et al.,
2000]. On short “weather” time scales these radiative effects have the potential to strongly inﬂuence the
development of important phenomena such as African easterly waves and tropical cyclones [Jury and
Santiago, 2010; Evan et al., 2006]. Furthermore, they may stimulate signiﬁcant dust-climate feedbacks by
affecting the atmospheric circulation and precipitation patterns [Miller et al., 2004], with consequences for soil
moisture, vegetation cover and seasonality, and future dust production [Nicholson, 2000; Woodward et al.,
2005]. Dust uplift and long-range transport strongly modulates global biogeochemical cycles over land
and ocean via associated nutrient transport and deposition [e.g., Jickells et al., 2005] andmineral dust can also
play a role in atmospheric chemistry [de Reus et al., 2005].
While there have been a number of observational and modeling campaigns designed to probe dust-climate
interactions over North Africa, the North Atlantic, Asia, the Americas, and the Mediterranean [e.g., Tanré et al.,
2003; Reid and Maring, 2003; Huebert et al., 2003; Heintzenberg, 2009; Haywood et al., 2011; Washington et al.,
2012], relatively little attention has been paid to the Arabian Peninsula and Red Sea. Qualitative observations
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from the Total Ozone Mapping Spectrometer indicate that the Peninsula is home to a number of major dust
sources, with background dust present throughout the year but activity peaking in the summer months
[Prospero et al., 2002]. Similarly, Leon and Legrand [2003] use 1 year of Meteosat data to identify dust activity
in the vicinity of the northern Indian Ocean and highlight the Peninsula as home to one of the ﬁve major dust
sources in the region. Simulations using a variety of dust emission scenarios andmodels also indicate that the
region contributes a sizeable fraction to the global dust budget [e.g., Zender et al., 2003; Ginoux et al., 2001,
2012]. More locally, high-resolution modeling of a speciﬁc dust event has shown that dust presence can exert
a marked impact on the surface energy balance of the Red Sea, with the dust induced cooling reaching up to
100Wm2 [Kalenderski et al., 2013]. In addition, while nutrient concentrations typically increase from north to
south [Wiekert, 1987], Red Sea waters in general are highly nutrient deﬁcient, becoming oligotrophic in the far
north toward the Gulf of Aqaba [Chase et al., 2011]. Deposition of wind-blown dust into the Sea can thus play
a signiﬁcant role in inﬂuencing nutrient cycles and productivity.
Although intermittent transported dust events might be expected to dominate the aerosol radiative effect
when present over the Sea (observations off northwest Africa indicate localized dust effects in excess of
100Wm2 [Haywood et al., 2003]), the predominant background aerosol comprises sea salt particles which also
interact directly and indirectly with the radiation ﬁeld [Carslaw et al., 2010]. Like dust, sea spray particle emis-
sions are strongly wind speed dependent but also show a dependence on sea surface temperature [O’Dowd
and Smith, 1993; de Leeuw et al., 2011]. Previous estimates of their direct net radiative effect suggest a relatively
small but highly variable impact of up to ~6Wm2 at the top of the atmosphere (TOA) dependent on wind
speed [e.g., Satheesh and Moorthy, 2005; Ayash et al., 2008; Yue and Liao, 2012]. The Red Sea area, especially
its northern part, is also a frequent recipient of anthropogenic aerosols that include biomass burning emissions
from Africa and sulfates/nitrates from the Eastern Mediterranean [Chen et al., 2008].
Because of the remoteness of the area, satellite retrievals provide a crucial tool for assessing aerosol loading
over the Sea. However, agreement between aerosol properties inferred from measurements from different
instruments, and even in some cases from the same measurements using different retrieval algorithms can
be poor, particularly in the case of mineral dust [e.g., Carboni et al., 2012]. Ground-based measurements
which can be used to evaluate retrieval quality are thus highly desirable. Unfortunately, as indicated above,
over the Arabian region such measurements are rather sparse. In this paper we take advantage of two sets of
ship-based sun photometer observations gathered from a series of cruises which took place across the Red
Sea during the autumn and winter of 2011, and through the winter and spring of 2013. To our knowledge,
these data represent the ﬁrst set of detailed aerosol measurements from the Red Sea since earlier scientiﬁc
cruises within the Sea sampled conditions for, at most, up to a fortnight [Tomasi and Prodi, 1982; Shifrin et al.,
1985]. They thus provide a unique opportunity to assess the performance of satellite retrieval algorithms in this
region across a range of different atmospheric aerosol loadings.
In the ﬁrst part of this paper we introduce the ship-basedmeasurements (section 2) and use them to evaluate
the performance of colocated satellite retrievals from the Spinning Enhanced Visible and InfraRed Imager
(SEVIRI) and the Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) (section 3). While MODIS retrievals
might be considered the “gold standard” over oceans and seas, the SEVIRI algorithm is somewhat simpler,
being based on the standard method employed to derive aerosol optical depths and Ǻngström coefﬁcients
from the Advanced Very High Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR) [Ignatov and Stowe, 2002; Brindley and Ignatov,
2006]. In section 4 calculations of the cloud-free aerosol direct radiative effect along the ship track using the
Rapid Radiative Transfer Model (RRTM) [Mlawer et al., 1997] are compared with colocated measurements
from the Geostationary Earth Radiation Budget (GERB) instrument [Harries et al., 2005]. Having evaluated both
the quality of the satellite retrievals and the ability of the model to capture the associated radiative effect, we
use 5 years of SEVIRI day-time data to obtain a climatological picture of aerosol loading over the Red Sea.
These data are then used to simulate the associated cloud-free aerosol direct radiative effect in order to
assess the climatological aerosol impact on the radiative energy budget of the region (section 5).
Conclusions to be drawn from the study are presented in section 6.
2. KAUST Ship Campaign Overview
With the ultimate aim of better quantifying the effect of aerosols on the Red Sea surface radiation ﬂuxes, the
ﬁrst systematic ground-based aerosol measurements over the region were conducted between September
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and December 2011 on board the multipurpose Research Vessel (R/V) Aegaeo. Aerosol measurements were
obtained from a hand-held sun photometer, following the protocol for the NASA Maritime aerosols net-
work (MAN) measurements [Smirnov et al., 2009]. Sixty-ﬁve measurement series from 16 September to
11 December 2011 were acquired during ﬁve different cruise legs. The number of observations taken
and range of latitudes covered during each of the ﬁve legs are shown in Table 1 while Figure 1a maps
the ship location, color coded for each leg. It is apparent both from this ﬁgure and Table 1 that leg 0 saw
the ship sample the largest area of the Red Sea, while for several of the other cruise legs the ship was rela-
tively stationary, acting more as a ﬁxed observation point. Three sets of ﬁve-measurement series, each
series typically lasting of the order 30 s, were taken each day and subsequently subjected to the MAN qual-
ity control and cloud-screening protocols described by Smirnov et al. [2009] to reach level 2. The estimated
absolute uncertainty in individual level 2 observations does not exceed 0.02 in any of the spectral channels.
The observation times given in Table 1 show the earliest and latest start times of each measurement series
taken during each cruise leg. The daily average AOD range is that generated from level 2 daily mean values
over the course of each leg.
To augment these data and sample a different set of meteorological conditions, a subsequent cruise by R/V
Aegaeowas carried out during February to May 2013. Table 1 shows complementary information to that pro-
vided for the 2011 cruise for this case. Since the cruise began in the eastern Mediterranean the observation
period given in Table 1 corresponds only to the part of the voyage over the Red Sea, the track of which is
shown in Figure 1b. The data collected were subject to the same MAN protocols as those applied to the
2011 cruises. From Table 1 it is apparent that a greater range of aerosol optical depths was sampled in the
2013 cruise compared to those undertaken in 2011.
Table 1. Details of the R/V Aegaeo Cruise Leg Timings, Location, and Daily Mean Aerosol Optical Depth Range Recordeda
Cruise Leg Observation Period
Observation Time
(UTC)
Number of
Days Latitude
Daily Average AOD
(675 nm)
Aegaeo_11_0 (0) 16/09/2011 to 09/10/2011 07:25–12:52 23 17–28 N 0.14–0.51
Aegaeo_11_1 (1) 16/10/2011 to 28/10/2011 07:20–13:23 13 20–25 N 0.14–0.35
Aegaeo_11_2 (2) 07/11/2011 to 17/11/2011 05:54–13:44 11 21–25 N 0.06–0.42
Aegaeo_11_3 (3) 22/11/2011 to 28/11/2011 06:37–12:36 7 22–23 N 0.07–0.23
Aegaeo_11_4 (4) 1/12/2011 to 11/12/2011 07:12–12:23 11 22–23 N 0.05–0.31
Aegaeo_13_0 28/02/2013 to 25/05/2013 05:47–12:18 59 21–28 N 0.11–0.96
aNumber of days refers to the number of days on which measurements were actually taken during the cruise period.
Cruise leg labels are consistent with those given on the NASA Maritime Aerosols Network.
Figure 1. Location of R/V Aegaeo through (a) 2011 and (b) 2013 cruises.
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3. Satellite Aerosol Products and Comparison With Ship-Based Observations
3.1. Satellite Products
We choose to use the ship-based observations to evaluate two satellite-based aerosol optical depth products.
The ﬁrst of these is the widely used dark target algorithm designed for use with MODIS, the core of which was
developed by Tanré et al. [1997] but which was subsequently updated to include improvedmasking of clouds
and ocean sediments and a special treatment for heavy dust outbreaks, including the retrieval of dust proper-
ties over sunglint [Remer et al., 2005]. The algorithm is based on a look-up table (LUT) approach using precom-
puted spectral reﬂectance derived for a set of aerosol and surface parameters. The algorithm assumes that
one ﬁne and one coarse lognormal aerosol mode can be appropriately combined to represent the observed
ambient aerosol properties. Spectral reﬂectance from the LUT is then compared with the equivalent MODIS-
measured spectral reﬂectance to ﬁnd the “best” (least squares) ﬁt. Here we make use of collection 5.1 level 2
data, from both the Terra and the Aqua satellites, applying quality control criteria as directed by the MODIS
team. The only change from the description of the algorithm provided by Remer et al. [2005] are some updates
to the refractive indices used to create LUT spectral reﬂectance for certain of the coarsemodes [Levy et al., 2009].
Over ocean, the expected uncertainty in spectral optical depth, τ, is given as Δτ =±0.03±0.05τ, nominally
deﬁned at a wavelength of 0.55μm but shown to also hold for other spectral channels [Remer et al., 2005].
However, it is acknowledged that nonspherical dust particles over ocean may result in larger errors in the
retrieved τ values [Levy et al., 2009].
Second, we consider optical depth retrievals derived from SEVIRI on Meteosat-9. Over ocean, optical depths
at 0.63, 0.83, and 1.61μm are obtained independently from the relevant channel reﬂectances using the
relatively simple approach described by Brindley and Ignatov [2006]. In summary, this scheme involves
the use of reﬂectance LUTs derived as a function of solar/viewing geometry and aerosol optical depth.
For a given Sun-satellite geometry and spectral radiance that is either not ﬂagged as cloudy using the
scheme of Ipe et al. [2004] or classiﬁed as dusty [Brindley and Russell, 2006], the retrieved optical depth is
that which minimizes the residual between the observed and simulated reﬂectance. In standard mode,
one ﬁxed semiempirical aerosol model is used in the construction of the LUTs, matching the representation
originally employed in the retrieval scheme developed for AVHRR [Ignatov and Stowe, 2002]. This aerosol
model was shown to give good agreement with Aerosol Robotic Network (AERONET)-measured optical
depths for dust events observed off the west African coast, in the Persian Gulf, and over the
Mediterranean Sea [Brindley and Ignatov, 2006; Brindley and Russell, 2008]. Using the optical depths derived
from the different channels, one can also obtain estimates of Ångström coefﬁcients: these can subse-
quently be used to scale the retrievals to alternative wavelengths as required. De Paepe et al. [2008] show
that retrievals using this method exhibit root-mean-square (RMS) differences with colocated MODIS optical
depths that are typically less than 0.1. For the purposes of this study retrievals are performed at a spatial
resolution of 3 × 3 SEVIRI pixels, which is of the order 10 km2 at nadir, ensuring broad consistency with
the spatial scale of the L5.1 MODIS retrievals. It should be noted that SEVIRI retrievals are only carried
out when the instrument solar and viewing zeniths are less than 70° and the scene is not affected by sun-
glint, here deﬁned as a glint angle greater than 40°.
3.2. Intercomparison With R/V Aegaeo Measurements
To perform the satellite versus ship-based comparison, individual sun photometer measurements were ﬁrst
binned in 15min intervals, retaining the overall mean and standard deviation of the points. In practice this
means that at most three sets of ship-based observations are available per day, although the precise tem-
poral sampling on a given day can change dependent on the start and end time of each measurement
sequence (see Table 1). This strategy means that the binned observations can easily be matched to SEVIRI
retrievals which are, in principle available at a 15min temporal resolution during sunlit hours given the
restrictions noted previously. Ship-based observations were then colocated with SEVIRI and MODIS by con-
sidering, in the ﬁrst instance, all valid (cloud-free) satellite retrievals that occurred within a ± 1 h window
and a 50 km radius of the ship location at the time of the measurement. While this matching criteria is rela-
tively relaxed in the context of previous studies [e.g., Brindley and Russell, 2009; Banks and Brindley, 2013], it
has the advantage of permitting the retention of a reasonable number of matches with MODIS overpasses
from Terra and Aqua. Subsequent colocations were also performed using tighter matching criteria, and the
impact assessed in the context of the SEVIRI retrievals.
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Figure 2a provides the time series of the sun photometer aerosol optical depths (AODs) at 675 nm, with, when
available, the corresponding retrieved SEVIRI and MODIS values scaled to the same wavelength using the
relevant Ǻngström coefﬁcient [see Brindley and Ignatov, 2006]. Table 2 provides the corresponding statistics
of the quality of the intercomparison for each leg individually and for the entire cruise, including only those
points that have a valid AOD from the ship, SEVIRI, and MODIS. As might be anticipated from Figure 2a, in
Table 2. Comparison Statistics for SEVIRI, MODIS, and Ship-Based Sun Photometer AOD (at 675 nm) Observations,
Including Pearson Correlation Coefﬁcient (R), Root-Mean-Square (RMS) Difference and Bias (in the Sense SEVIRI-MODIS-
Sun Photometer Observations)a
Cruise No of Colocations SEVIRI Ship R/RMS/Bias MODIS Ship R/RMS/Bias SEVIRI-MODIS R/RMS/Bias
2011 Leg 0 21 0.81/0.06/0.03 0.80/0.06/0.01 0.85/0.06/0.03
2011 Leg 1 12 0.93/0.05/0.04 0.87/0.06/0.03 0.90/0.05/0.02
2011 Leg 2 13 0.93/0.06/0.01 0.93/0.06/0.02 0.98/0.02/0.01
2011 Leg 3 12 0.84/0.06/0.05 0.79/0.04/0.02 0.92/0.04/0.03
2011 Leg 4 12 0.89/0.05/0.04 0.80/0.05/0.03 0.93/0.03/0.01
2011 All 70 0.91/0.06/0.03 0.89/0.06/0.01 0.93/0.04/0.02
2013 41 0.96/0.06/0.04 0.94/0.06/0.02 0.95/0.06/0.02
aMatching requirements were satellite observations within ±1 h and a 50 km radius around the ship location.
Figure 2. Aerosol optical depth (AOD) at 675 nm as a function of time as measured by the ship-based sun photometer
(R/V Aegaeo) and as retrieved by MODIS and SEVIRI and colocated as described in the text. The vertical bars show the
standard deviation in space and time over the course of each observational bin as seen in eachmeasurement record: (a) 2011:
the duration of each leg of the cruise is shown by the colored horizontal line with color coding as in Figure 1a; (b) 2013.
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general, bearing in mind the relatively low number of matches, the agreement is rather good, with typical
correlations of around 0.9 and RMS differences of 0.06. It is interesting to note that in general SEVIRI shows
a higher correlation with the ship-based observations than MODIS, but that the bias, in the sense satellite
minus ship, is also generally higher. The effect of attempting to compare a point-based measurement with
that from a larger-scale satellite footprint may also be apparent in the improved level of agreement between
MODIS and SEVIRI as opposed to that seen between satellite and ship-based observations.
Analogous information to that provided in Figure 2a is shown in Figure 2b for the 2013 cruise. Here R/V Aegaeo
entered the Red Sea through the Suez Canal on 28 February, traversed the northeastern part of the basin and
then performedmore concentrated sampling to the northwest of Jeddah. The gaps in the record from 6–9 and
16–20 March, 5–8 and 20–26 April, and 5–7 and 22–24 May are indicative of actual breaks in the ship-based
observational cycle and not prolonged cloudy conditions. When all three instruments agree that aerosol
is present the level of agreement in the inferred values is very good, while RMS differences and biases
are similar to those seen in the 2011 comparisons.
Figure 3 summarizes the information shown in Figure 2 and Table 2 in the form of scatter plots comparing the
sun photometer AOD to SEVIRI (a) and MODIS (b), respectively. Here both 2011 and 2013 observations are
Figure 3. Scatterplots of (a) SEVIRI versus ship-based sun photometer AOD; (b) MODIS dark target versus ship-based sun
photometer AOD; (c) MODIS versus SEVIRI AOD; (d) Ångström Coefﬁcient, α, evaluated at 440 and 870 nm versus 440 nm
AOD both from ship-based sun photometer. In Figures 3a–3c the black crosses are indicative of times when MODIS, SEVIRI,
and sun photometer measurements were all available. Dashed lines indicate 1–1 agreement and dotted lines the linear
least squares best ﬁt between the instruments. Red points in Figure 3a show the extra measurements available when only
SEVIRI and sun photometer observations are required to be present and the red dotted line is the associated linear least
squares best ﬁt. In Figure 3d the color codingmatches that shown in Figure 1a in terms of 2011 cruise leg. The black crosses
are 2013 data. Dotted lines show the criteria for dust and sea-salt aerosol suggested by Dubovik et al. [2002].
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combined. Black points are illustrative of cases where retrievals were made from all three instruments. The
red points in Figure 3a show the extra matches that were obtained between SEVIRI and the ship-based
measurements. In both cases the dashed line shows the one-to-one agreement while the dotted lines show
the linear least squares best ﬁt between the two instruments. Again, the black dotted line in each case
includes points when all three instruments provided a colocated retrieval while the red dotted line in
Figure 3a includes the extra sun photometer/SEVIRI matches. In all cases the best ﬁt y intercept has a small
positive value, ranging from 0.04 for MODIS to 0.07 for SEVIRI (all points), the associated gradient having
values of between 0.89 (SEVIRI) to 0.86 (SEVIRI, all points). For comparison, Figure 3c shows the scatter plot
between MODIS and SEVIRI. Here as might be anticipated from Figures 3a and 3b, the y intercept of the
linear least squares ﬁt is very close to zero (< 0.01) and the gradient is 0.99.
To investigate the effect of the choice of matching criteria, in Table 3 correlations, biases, and RMS differences
are presented for the ship-based observations versus SEVIRI for the entire 2011 cruise. Here we start from the
criteria used originally (±1 h, within 50 km radius) and reduce these systematically. The results indicate that
tightening the criteria marginally improves the correlation but that the effect is really rather minimal if there
is a requirement that at least one observation meets the most stringent demands. Without this stipulation,
relaxing the criteria has a more marked impact on the correlation but in all cases the RMS differences and
biases are robust. It should also be noted that removing the requirement for a colocated MODIS overpass more
than doubles the number of SEVIRI ship matches. However, the statistics are remarkably stable (compare
Table 2 to Table 3), indicating that the SEVIRI retrievals and sun photometer measurements vary coherently with
each other in space and time.
Finally, Figure 3d shows the Ångström coefﬁcient, α, evaluated between 440 and 870nm against 440 nm AOD,
both derived from the sun photometer observations. For 2011 data the color coding matches that of Figure 1a
while 2013 observations are shown in black. Previous authors have used this type of information to crudely
diagnose aerosol type given its link to aerosol size. Dubovik et al. [2002] suggest that dust particles would be
expected to exhibit a value of α of less than 0.6 (dotted horizontal line). Taken at face value, this would imply
a large percentage of the observations from 2011 consist of smaller particles than might typically be associated
with dust outbreaks. Conversely, the AOD values are rather higher than one would anticipate for oceanic aero-
sols, with a maximum value of 0.15 at 0.44μm suggested by Dubovik et al. [2002] (vertical dotted line). From
Figure 1 it is apparent that both ship campaigns primarily sampled the northern Red Sea. As previously noted,
this area receives a signiﬁcant amount of anthropogenic aerosol emissions including soot, sulfates, and nitrates.
Trace anthropogenic elements associated with these emissions tend to have peak concentrations between
August and October, consistent with the timings of the ﬁrst two legs of the 2011 cruise [Chen et al., 2008].
Hence, it is entirely possible that the aerosol measured during these legs is a complex mixture of natural
(dust, sea salt) and anthropogenic components. In 2013 α values are typically smaller, falling below the
nominal 0.6 “dust” criterion and indicative of a greater dominance of larger particles at this time.
4. Aerosol Radiative Effect During R/V Aegaeo Cruises
Having evaluated the quality of SEVIRI and MODIS retrievals, in this section we assess the associated
cloud-free aerosol direct radiative effect (DRE) at the TOA using RRTMmodel simulations matched to the con-
ditions seen along the 2011 and 2013 cruise tracks. The realism of the simulations is evaluated via comparison
to the aerosol DRE derived from colocated GERB observations.
Table 3. Effect of Changing the Colocation Criteria on the Comparison Statistics Between SEVIRI and Sun Photometer
675 nm AODa
Cruise Leg No of Colocations SEVIRI High R/RMS/Bias SEVIRI Mid R/RMS/Bias SEVIRI Low R/RMS/Bias
All 138 0.94/0.05/0.04 0.93/0.05/0.03 0.92/0.05/0.03
All 160 - 0.91/0.05/0.03 0.90/0.06/0.03
All 166 - - 0.91/0.06/0.03
aHere “high”means that there must be a retrieval within ±15min and a 10 km radius of the ship; “mid” requires a mea-
surement within ±15min but a 50 km radius; and low is the original within ±1 h and a 50 km radius choice. In the top
row, at any given time there must be a retrieval using the high criteria for mid and “low” matches to be included in
the comparison. In the middle row, at any given time there must be a retrieval using the mid criteria, and in the bottom
row, there only needs to be a retrieval fulﬁlling the low criteria.
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RRTMwas conﬁgured to employ the 16 stream Discrete Ordinates setup to perform radiative transfer calcula-
tions in both the SW and the LW and as such, scattering effects are taken into account in both regimes. We
deﬁne the simulated DRE as the difference between radiative ﬂuxes calculated in perturbed (with aerosol)
and control (without aerosol) runs, respectively. Note that the methods used to derive the corresponding
observational estimates described below also attempt to isolate the aerosol only impact; hence we keep
the same DRE nomenclature for ease of reference. In all cases we take the convention that a positive TOA
DRE indicates a warming of the Earth-atmosphere system.
To calculate aerosol radiative characteristics, we assume that the particle size distribution can be represented
by two lognormal distributions representative of coarse and ﬁne modes. The median diameter and standard
deviation of each of these distributions and their relative contributions to the total column AOD as a function
of AOD were estimated from size distribution inversions obtained from selected AERONET sites across the
Arabian Peninsula. The estimation process and resulting dependence of the distribution parameters on
AOD is described in detail in Osipov et al. [2015]. The numbers of particles in each mode were scaled to match
the retrieved SEVIRI AOD at each point along the ship track where a retrieval was available. Using these size
distributions, and refractive indices representative of mineral dust internally mixed with 2.7% volume
weighted hematite [Balkanski et al., 2007], spectral optical properties of the aerosol in the shortwave were
derived assuming a mixture of randomly orientated spheroids, following the approach of Dubovik et al.
[2006]. In the longwave, given the reduced sensitivity to particle shape [e.g., Osborne et al., 2011], optical
properties were derived using Mie theory. The impact of haematite concentration on global estimates of dust
DRE and on its diurnal cycle has been considered by Balkanski et al. [2007] and Osipov et al. [2015], respec-
tively. In this paper the refractive index has been chosen so as to minimize the differences seen between
the RRTM simulations and the observational estimates of TOA ﬂuxes and DREs from GERB.
In order to perform the radiative transfer calculations the vertical proﬁle of the aerosol also has to be speci-
ﬁed. Here we use a representative proﬁle for the Red Sea derived from vertically resolved measurements of
532 nm extinction from the Cloud-Aerosol Lidar with Orthogonal Polarization instrument onboard CALIPSO
[Winker et al., 2009]. We consider the period 2007–2013 and use the technique described in Osipov et al.
[2015]. The resulting proﬁle is normalized and used to generate layer by layer optical depths, constrained
by the observed total AOD. Aerosol optical properties such as single-scattering albedo and phase function
are assumed constant with height. To test the sensitivity of our simulated DREs to dust height and proﬁle
shape, for the 2011 and 2013 cruises we have performed a further set of calculations assuming a uniform ver-
tical proﬁle from the surface to 700 hPa. Our results (not shown) indicate that unsurprisingly, the largest
effects of changing the dust proﬁle are seen when the AOD is at its highest, and that for a given AOD the
effect is larger in the LW than the SW. A similar ﬁnding regarding the relative magnitude of SW and LW
clear-sky effects was reported by Liao and Seinfeld [1998]. We ﬁnd that the maximum difference across both
cruises in TOA LW DRE is 4.6Wm2 while the corresponding maximum difference in the SW is less than
1.2Wm2. Over the cruises as a whole, the mean LW and SW differences are 1.5 and 0.2Wm2, respectively.
For SW surface boundary conditions we employ the ocean surface albedo parameterization from Jin et al.
[2004]. This takes into account solar zenith angle, wind speed, the ratio of the incident direct and diffuse
ﬂuxes at the surface and chlorophyll concentration. Chlorophyll concentrations across the Red Sea are
extracted from MODIS Aqua Level 3 global monthly mean Chlorophyll-A products while 10m wind speeds
are taken from European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasts Reanalyses (ERA-Interim) [Dee et al.,
2011]. In the LW, surface sea water emissivity from the Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission Reﬂection
Radiometer spectral library is used [Baldridge et al., 2009]. Surface temperatures and vertical proﬁles of tem-
perature, water vapor, and ozone are prescribed from colocated ERA-Interim reanalyses. Minor gas concen-
trations (e.g., CO2, CH4, and N2O) are taken from the relevant monthly climatology derived from the Global
Modeling Initiative model [Strahan et al., 2011].
GERB DREs are calculated using GERB-like high-resolution level 2 shortwave ﬂuxes [Dewitte et al., 2008] in
conjunction with colocated SEVIRI AOD retrievals at their native wavelength of 630 nm. In the Edition 1
GERB processing, the conversion from broadband radiance to ﬂux contains no explicit treatment for the
effect of aerosol upon scene anisotropy. This can cause signiﬁcant time-dependent errors in the ﬂux ﬁelds,
particularly over ocean because of the highly anisotropic nature of ocean surface reﬂectance. Typically, aero-
sols act to reduce this anisotropy; hence, there will be a systematic bias in the reﬂected SW ﬂux as a function
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of solar/view geometry if their impact is not taken into account when converting to ﬂux from measured
radiances. In this study aerosol effects on the SW radiance to ﬂux conversion have been accounted for using
the methodology described in Brindley and Russell [2008]. To derive SW DRE, SW ﬂuxes are converted to
albedo using a knowledge of the incident solar radiation. These albedos are then binned over solar zenith
angle (θo) increments of 1° and linearly regressed against AOD. The y intercept for each bin is taken as the
pristine-sky albedo at the given θo. The difference between an observed albedo and the relevant pristine-sky
value is then multiplied by the appropriate incident SW ﬂux to give the instantaneous SW DRE. This approach
is analogous to that employed by Loeb and Kato [2002] when deriving direct aerosol effect estimates from
Clouds and the Earth’s Radiant Energy System observations.
GERB LW DREs are derived using the method developed by Brindley [2007] and Brindley and Russell [2009] for
land scenes. The main aim of this approach is to obtain an estimate of the DRE which is measurement based
but can isolate the aerosol effect: difﬁculty arises in the estimation of pristine-sky ﬂux and its variation due to
factors other than aerosol. As described in detail in these papers, for each individual pixel and time slot,
cloud-free SEVIRI 10.8μm brightness temperatures are used to identify the “most-pristine” day at that time
and location over the previous 28 days. Once this day is identiﬁed for each location and time slot, the corre-
sponding GERB LW ﬂux is extracted and considered to represent “pristine” conditions. Clearly, one would
expect a change in the LW ﬂux if meteorological conditions alter between the identiﬁed pristine day and
the days on which aerosol is present. Hence, for each time slot and location, “corrected” pristine-sky LW ﬂuxes
are calculated for days on which aerosol retrievals are actually attempted, accounting for the change in surface
temperature and tropospheric humidity between the day of the observation and the originally identiﬁed
pristine day. The temperatures and humidities are taken from colocated ERA-Interim data. Instantaneous
LW DREs are then obtained by taking the difference between the observed GERB LW ﬂuxes in the presence
of aerosol and the corresponding corrected pristine-sky ﬂux. The concept is based on the Infrared Dust
Difference Index method developed by Legrand et al. [2001] when analyzing Meteosat observations.
Analysis of Figure 3d suggested that while the spring 2013 cruise sampled predominantly dusty conditions,
the autumn/winter 2011 cruise sawmore mixed aerosol. Hence, our choice of modeling the aerosol as purely
dust through both cruises and for the climatological simulations described in section 5 needs justiﬁcation.
Recall that our focus in this and the following section is quantifying the aerosol cloud-free direct radiative
effect. The aerosol DRE efﬁciency, DREeff, or the rate at which DRE increases with AOD, can be estimated from
a linear ﬁt of DRE against AOD. Purely observationally based estimates of DREeff were obtained using this
approach from colocated sun photometer measurements of AOD and GERB DREs. The instantaneous
DREeff obtained using all of the cruise measurements and for dusty observations only, as identiﬁed using the
Dubovik et al. [2002] criteria (Figure 3d), were 67± 6Wm2 (unit AOD)1 and 73±9Wm2 (unit AOD)1,
respectively. Hence, both estimates overlap within their associated uncertainties. Moreover, the distributions
of the AODs for both “mixed” and “dusty” points are very similar with mean (median) values changing by less
than 0.02 (0.002). These results give us conﬁdence that our decision to model the aerosol as purely dust is
reasonable and will not signiﬁcantly bias the results we obtain.
A comparison between the simulated (RRTM) and derived (GERB) SW DRE is shown in Figure 4a. The correla-
tion between the DREs is 0.86 and a signiﬁcant fraction (60%) of the RRTM TOA SW DRE estimates are within
the GERB uncertainty range, estimated to be 15Wm2 [Ansell et al., 2014]. However, there is a clear positive
bias in computed reﬂected TOA ﬂuxes compared to those observed by GERB (not shown) that is propagated
through to the SW DRE estimates. Due to the relatively dark underlying surface, this bias is likely due to an
overestimate in radiation backscattered from the nominal model aerosol layer. Increasing the aerosol
asymmetry parameter by 15% for all wavelengths reduces this bias over the entire range of optical depths
sampled through the campaign and the RMS ﬂux error decreases from 10 to 4Wm2. In addition, all RRTM
SW DRE values are now bounded by the GERB uncertainty range, with the RMS difference reduced from
15Wm2 to 5Wm2 (Figure 4a). Using this adjusted setup, both observations and model simulations agree
that the TOA SW DRE ranges between approximately 0 and40Wm2 for the optical depths sampled during
the ship cruises.
A possible physical reason for the apparent underestimate in asymmetry parameter could be the absence of
large particles in our model size distribution. Measurements performed during the SAMUM 2006 and DODO
campaigns [Müller et al., 2010;McConnell et al., 2008] indicate that coarse particles with radii bigger than 1μm
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are not well captured by the AERONET
retrieval algorithm. This is less sensitive
to the supermicron particles because of
the limited spectral range of AERONET
sun photometers, between the ultra-
violet and the beginning of the near
IR [O’Neill et al., 2008]. The presence
of coarser particles would effectively
increase the asymmetry parameter,
consistent with the direction of the per-
turbation we have applied.
Figure 4b shows the corresponding LW
DRE for the cruises as estimated from
GERB and simulated by RRTM. In this
case it is apparent from both satellite
and simulated estimates that LW DREs
tend to be much smaller than their SW
counterparts. In addition, the RRTM esti-
mates tend to be uniformly positive and small, at less than 5Wm2. In contrast, the GERB LW DREs can be
both positive and negative and reach larger absolute values. However, the majority of values fall within
the estimated uncertainty range on an instantaneous estimate of 15Wm2 [Ansell et al., 2014]. Moreover,
the larger GERB LW DRE estimates that are present do not show a signiﬁcant difference from their RRTM
counterparts given their associated uncertainty.
5. Climatological Aerosol Loading and Direct Radiative Effect Over the Red Sea
The performance of the SEVIRI retrieval algorithm over the Red Sea shown earlier coupled with previous
comparisons under a variety of conditions [e.g., Brindley and Ignatov, 2006; De Paepe et al., 2008; Haywood
et al., 2011] gives conﬁdence that, with the caveats discussed in section 3, the retrievals can be used to
develop a longer term climatology of aerosol over the Sea. In particular, the temporal resolution of the
retrievals can be exploited to identify events that polar-orbiting satellites may miss because of their sam-
pling characteristics. However there is a further point to note here: the SEVIRI record itself is also subject to
sampling biases, particularly in the morning (prior to ~ 0700 UTC) over the southern Red Sea in summer due
to persistent glint conditions.
5.1. Mean Aerosol Optical Depth and Spatial Distribution
Bearing in mind these caveats, a survey of AOD at 630 nm over the Red Sea as derived from SEVIRI was
carried out for the 5 years from 2008 to 2012, making use of all available observations each day between
0400 and 1430 UTC (0700–1730 LT). Figure 5 shows the time series of the monthly mean AOD derived over
the entire Red Sea from all available time slots over the 5 year period. In creating this ﬁgure no attempt has
been made to account for missing observations due to cloud or glint: effectively we are making the
assumption that the aerosol loading stays constant at the mean observed level under these conditions.
The seasonal variability exempliﬁed in Figure 5a is consistent with expectations, with aerosol loading at
its maximum during the summer months when dust activity in the region is at its most intense [Prospero
et al., 2002], typically peaking in July. The magnitude and variability seen in the mean AOD is also consis-
tent with a longer-term record for the region derived from AVHRR (not shown). Figure 5b shows the num-
ber of SEVIRI observations that satisﬁed the criteria for an aerosol retrieval to be attempted during each
month. The seasonality seen in the number of available observations is primarily a result of solar geometry.
In particular, there is a systematic occurrence of sunglint conditions through May to August which particu-
larly affects early morning (UTC) time slots. Finally, Figure 5c shows the monthly mean percentage of time
that an aerosol retrieval was made given a valid radiance observation. This can be interpreted as a measure
of the frequency of cloud presence over the sea as derived from SEVIRI, and, although noisy, suggests
enhanced cloud occurrence during summer (June–August, JJA), associated with convection within the
Intertropical Convergence Zone and southwesterly monsoon ﬂow. A second peak is typically seen early
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Figure 4. Scatterplots of RRTM and GERB TOA (a) SW DRE (Wm2) and
(b) LW DRE (Wm2) as seen along 2011 and 2013 R/V Aegaeo cruises. Black
stars correspond to calculations performed with the nominal dust optical
characteristics described in the text. Red stars (g*) in Figure 4a indicate the
results obtained with a manually increased asymmetry parameter value
by 15% relative to the nominal setup. The thick solid lines correspond to
“RRTM = GERB,” and the thin solid lines to the uncertainty range that
characterizes the estimated GERB error (± 15 Wm2) in each case.
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in each year (JF), related to eastward propagating Mediterranean depressions and the Sudan heat low
[Fouda and Gerges, 1994]. It should be noted that combining Figure 5b with Figure 5c implies that for all
months over the 5 years in excess of ~700,000 retrievals contribute to the time series shown in
Figure 5a. The systematic nature of the sunglint conditions does not appear to affect the seasonal pattern
seen in the basin mean AODs as equivalent time series for early morning UTC time slots show essentially no
difference in their seasonal behavior.
Decomposing the results spatially, Figures 6a and 6c show the 5 year monthly mean AOD pattern over the
Red Sea for January and July, respectively. These are the months that show the lowest and highest basin
mean AOD. The percentage of available observations that go into creating each mean is shown in
Figures 6b and 6d. The impact of glint is already accounted for in these plots such that again, they effec-
tively show the distribution of monthly mean cloud occurrence. Figures 6a and 6c reiterate the seasonal
pattern shown in Figure 5a, higher AODs being seen across the whole of the basin in July compared to
January. There is a distinct north/south divide, with a much larger seasonal enhancement seen over the
southern part of the Sea (south of approximately 20°N) relative to the north. Comparing Figures 6b and
6d, there is also clearly a much more latitudinally stratiﬁed pattern in cloud occurrence in the July data rela-
tive to January, with a relatively low percentage of retrievals south of 20°N, particularly in the vicinity of the
Eritrean coast. This stratiﬁed pattern has also been reported from an analysis of ground-based observations
from coastal and island sites in the area over the summer months [Hubert et al., 1983]. The relative lack of
aerosol retrievals does mean that the assumption of consistent aerosol loading when clouds are present
may be artiﬁcially inﬂating the mean AOD values shown over the southern part of the Sea in Figure 6d.
However, the tendency for larger AOD values to be seen in the south (~1.2) relative to the north (~0.3) is
again consistent with long-term patterns seen in AVHRR aerosol retrievals.
Figure 5. (a) Time series of monthly mean 630 nm AOD over the Red Sea derived from SEVIRI retrievals. (b) Number of
observations for which an aerosol retrieval was attempted. (c) Percentage of the observations in Figure 5b that were
classiﬁed as clear and inverted to obtain the mean AOD values shown in Figure 5a for each month.
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5.2. Aerosol Cloud-Free Direct Radiative Effect
In this section we assess the climatological radiative impact of aerosol over the Red Sea, making use of the
AOD data described in section 5.1. Here we not only calculate the aerosol LW and SW DRE at the TOA but also
at the bottom of the atmosphere (BOA). This provides insight into the contribution of aerosols to the overall
surface energy balance of the region. By comparing the TOA and BOA effects, we can also obtain an estimate
of the amount of radiation absorbed by aerosol, ΔFA, over the full atmospheric column.
As a sanity check of our simulations we compare TOA DRE values to those obtained from GERB. Here it should
be noted that while the GERB values are obtained by averaging instantaneous measurements across the
5 year period (2008–2012) to create daily means, the model results are generated using the 5 year climatolo-
gical monthly mean aerosol optical depth. While the variation in solar geometry through a given month for a
given time step over the study region is small, to capture the effect of its diurnal variation simulations are
performed at an hourly resolution using diurnally varying solar geometry representative of the 15th day of
each month. Within these simulations, meteorological ﬁelds are based on a diurnally resolved monthly mean
climatology derived from 0.75° ERA-Interim ﬁelds over the corresponding 2008–2012 time period. Since there
are consistent missing observation times in the GERB record (e.g., through the night), when forming the daily
means shown in Figure 7, we make the assumption that the LW DRE during these times is equal to that when
it is observed and that the SW DRE can be scaled by the number of available observation times to the total
number of observations through the day. Hence, although we might expect broad consistency between the
spatial patterns seen in the model simulations and observations an exact match would not be anticipated.
Figure 6. 2008–2012 monthly mean (a) 630 nm AOD and (b) percentage frequency of an aerosol retrieval for January from
2008 to 2012 over the Red Sea. (c, d) Equivalent information for July.
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Figure 7 provides a summary of the radiative impact of aerosol over the Red Sea as diagnosed from RRTM
(rows 2–4). For comparison the daily mean TOA DREs obtained from GERB are shown in the top row, subject
to the caveats discussed above. Focusing on the TOA ﬁrst, both observations and model simulations show
that larger DREs are typically seen in summer consistent with the enhanced aerosol loading over this period
(Figure 5a). The increased AOD gradient across the Red Sea in the summer months (Figure 6) is manifested as
strong differential SW cooling across the basin, with the RRTM simulations indicating that the southern part
has DREs that are of the order 30Wm2 greater than those in the north. A similar differential pattern is seen
in the corresponding GERB data, although the absolute SW DRE values tend to be systematically lower. This
tendency is consistent with the results seen in Figure 4, even when the 15% increase in aerosol asymmetry
parameter is applied. In summer the negative SW effect is much larger than the small positive LW values such
that the net TOA DRE has a very similar pattern to the SW DRE in both GERB and RRTM data. In winter a more
homogeneous pattern is seen in the SW, particularly in the GERB data. For RRTM, the LW effect is again dwarfed
by the SWDRE such that the net values are practically identical to those in the SW and cooling occurs across the
Figure 7. Daily mean TOA DREs from (ﬁrst row) GERB and (second row) RRTM; (third row) ΔFA from RRTM and (fourth row)
BOA DREs from RRTM over the Red Sea in Wm2. In each row the ﬁrst two panels illustrate SW values, the middle two LW
values, and the ﬁnal two net values. In each pair of panels the left-hand panel is indicative of boreal winter (DJF), the right-
hand panel, boreal summer (JJA). Basin mean values are provided within each panel. The RRTM calculations are performed
using the climatological AODs derived from SEVIRI and include the manually increased asymmetry parameter discussed in
section 4.
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basin. For GERB the picture is slightly different with LW DREs actually having a larger magnitude than those
in the SW over the most northerly part of the basin. This results in a very small net warming of the Earth-
atmosphere system in this region in this season.
Turning to the BOA (Figure 7, fourth row), here the RRTM simulations show a distinct north to south gradient
in SW DRE for both winter and summer, although the magnitude of both the gradient and the actual effect is
much larger in the latter season. SW cooling at the surface can reach up to 120Wm2 in the southern part of
the basin as opposed to ~25Wm2 in the north during summer. In winter the corresponding ﬁgures are
~45Wm2 and ~15Wm2, respectively. In the LW, the aerosol layer induces a warming at the surface
through enhanced downward emission. In winter this does not exceed 10Wm2 anywhere across the basin
but in summer it can reach values in excess of 20Wm2 and shows a north-south gradient whose pattern is
similar to that seen in the corresponding SW DRE. The combination of the SW and LW behavior leads to a net
BOA effect which is dominated by the SW component but whose overall degree of cooling is modulated by
the heating effect of the aerosol in the LW.
We deﬁne atmospheric absorption due to aerosol, ΔFA, as the difference between the TOA and BOA DREs.
Hence, a positive value indicates additional atmospheric absorption and heating. The SW ΔFA is predomi-
nantly determined by the aerosol single-scattering albedo and is always positive. Conversely, although
smaller in magnitude, the LW ΔFA tends to be negative, indicating that enhanced emission downward by
the aerosol layer dominates over increased trapping of upwelling radiation: this behavior is strongly con-
trolled by the atmospheric temperature proﬁle. Figure 7 indicates that, as might be anticipated from the
TOA and BOA DRE patterns, in winter net ΔFA is relatively uniform across the sea, reaching a maximum value
of 20Wm2. In summer, net ΔFA is ~40–50Wm2 larger over the southern compared to the northern Red
Sea. In these simulations the values of net ΔFA are dominated by the SW component such that aerosol always
causes a radiative heating of the atmosphere.
6. Discussion and Conclusions
In this paper we have used a suite of modeling and observational tools to diagnose the climatological aerosol
loading and its corresponding cloud-free direct radiative effect over the Red Sea. Comparisons of MODIS and
SEVIRI retrievals of 675 nm AOD over the sea with ship-basedmeasurements taken during two cruises in 2011
and 2013 indicate a good level of agreement between both the ship observations and individual satellite
records and the two satellite records themselves. Correlations exceed 0.9 for both cruises with bias and root-
mean-square (RMS) differences at or below 0.04 and 0.06, respectively. Both sets of satellite retrievals show a
similar RMS difference with respect to the ship-based measurements but the SEVIRI retrievals tend to be biased
slightly higher (by ~0.01) compared to those fromMODIS. The sense of this difference is consistent with results
reported byDe Paepe et al. [2008] when considering the full geographical region viewed by SEVIRI but is smaller
than the 0.07–0.09 values quoted in that work.
Investigations into the impact of the choice of matching criteria on the level of agreement between the ship
measurements and SEVIRI-based retrievals showed that a marginal improvement in correlation and an asso-
ciated reduction in bias and RMS differences could be achieved if tighter criteria were applied. More notable
perhaps, the addition of the criterion that MODIS retrievals had to be available signiﬁcantly reduced the avail-
able colocations without changing the quality of the intercomparison. In this study we use collection 5.1
MODIS aerosol retrievals in order to approximately match the spatial sampling of the SEVIRI aerosol retrievals
(~9 × 9 km at nadir). However, it would be interesting in future to repeat the analysis with the relatively new
collection 6 release [Levy et al., 2013] which has the advantage of improved spatial resolution.
Given the performance of the SEVIRI retrievals over the range of conditions sampled through the ship
cruises, we felt justiﬁed in deriving a 5 year monthly mean AOD record over the Red Sea covering the
period 2008–2012. The rationale for using SEVIRI included both the sheer number of retrievals that were
available because of the 15min temporal sampling of the instrument, and the synergy that this provided
with measurements of the components of the Earth’s radiation budget taken by the GERB instrument.
The derived climatology shows a distinct seasonality, with a clear peak in 630 nm AOD during the summer
(JJA) and a correspondingminimumduring the winter (DJF) months. Over the summer season the climatology
indicates a marked spatial gradient in AOD, with highest values toward the south of the basin (typically
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exceeding 1.0) and much lower values in the north (of the order 0.3). During the winter, although values in
the southern part of the basin are still higher than those in the north, the gradient is much reduced. This
pattern is consistent with that seen in other satellite retrievals and in climatologies created from surface
visibility observations [Hubert et al., 1983].
There are caveats associated with the climatology as created here. First, all available aerosol retrievals are used
with no account taken for differences in the time of day of the retrievals from day to day: i.e., there is no attempt
to create properly weighted daily mean AODs before monthly averaging is performed. This could artiﬁcially bias
the record if the cloud detection algorithm used as a precursor to the retrieval itself systematically identiﬁes
more cloud at a particular time of day and aerosol AODs are also systematically biased one way or another at
this time. There are known issues with the cloud detection algorithm used in the GERB processing resulting in
artiﬁcially inﬂated cloud cover near the terminator, but these occur at higher solar zenith angles than at the
70° solar zenith angle cutoff employed in the SEVIRI aerosol retrievals. In addition, the cruisemeasurements con-
sidered in section 3 do not suggest any systematic AOD behavior with time over the Red Sea basin. More impor-
tant perhaps is the assumption of constant AOD when the scene is classiﬁed as cloudy, particularly given that in
the southern part of the basin in summer the percentage of retrievals can be as low as 20%. However, given that
it is feasible for cloud and aerosol to coexist and that there are occasions when high aerosol loading can be arti-
ﬁcially ﬂagged as cloud [e.g., Brindley and Russell, 2006], this seems a sensible approach to have chosen.
Radiative transfer modeling using the climatological SEVIRI AOD as input illustrates that the spatial and seasonal
variability in AOD summarized above translates to marked variability in the TOA cloud-free direct aerosol radia-
tive effect (DRE) over the Red Sea. The sense of these modeling results are reinforced by observationally based
estimates from GERB. Both model simulations and observations show that SW radiative cooling via enhanced
reﬂection from the aerosol layer dominates over LW heating particularly during the summer months. While we
note that an exactmatch should not be expected due to the differentmethods used to construct each estimate,
the observations do show somewhat lower SW DREs than the simulations, with the converse being true for LW
estimates. This change in behavior magniﬁes the differences seen between the observations and simulations in
the net DRE. Nevertheless, we can be conﬁdent that for the Earth-atmosphere as a whole, the presence of aero-
sol causes a basinmean net cooling that is at least twice as large in the summer compared to the winter season.
At the surface the model simulations indicate a more dramatic aerosol DRE. Again, both the magnitude of the
aerosol impact and its spatial distribution is signiﬁcantly enhanced in summer relative to winter, with net
DREs indicating a radiative cooling of up to 120Wm2 in the southern part of the basin. Even on a basin
mean, the net summer surface radiative cooling is of the order 66Wm2, approximately double the cooling
seen in the winter. Similar to the TOA results the net effects are dominated by the SW component.
Putting the surface and TOA results together implies that overall aerosol acts to radiatively heat the atmosphere
above the Sea. This effect is a manifestation of markedly enhanced absorption of SW radiation combined with a
slight LW cooling due to enhanced emission to the surface by the aerosol layer. This net atmospheric heating is
approximately 2.5 times as large in the summer (~25Wm2) compared to the winter months and again shows
a much more pronounced north-to-south gradient across the basin during the former time period.
In summary our results indicate that the seasonal patterns in AOD and its spatial distribution are reﬂected in the
TOA and surface direct radiative effects and thus also in the associated atmospheric radiative heating. Of parti-
cular interest is the strong spatial gradient seen in the climatological summertime AOD. This not only results in
asymmetric effects at the surface but also associated differential radiative heatingwithin the atmosphere above
the Sea. Both would be expected to exert a signiﬁcant inﬂuence on the regional atmospheric and oceanic cir-
culation and will be the subject of further study using a coupled aerosol-atmosphere–ocean regional model.
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